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and that there is the most beautiful harmony from things
different, and that every thing is generated in strife. Eiri-
pedocles and others thought contrary to this ; that like is
fond of like.

6. Now the physical questions must be passed over ; for
they do not belong to our present consideration. But as
, many as belong to man, and refer to his morals and his pas-
sions, these let us consider : such as, first5 whether friend-
ship exists in all, or whether it is impossible for the depraved
to be friends: secondly, whether there is only one species
of friendship, or more; for those, who think there is only
one, because it admits of being greater or less, do not trust
to a sufficient proof $ for things differing in species also ad-
mit of being greater or less *, and we have spoken about this
before.

CHAP. IL

The three objects of friendship f and the perfect definition of it,

1.  PERHAPS some certainty would appear about these mat-
ters, if the object of friendship were known $ for it seems
that it is not every thing that is loved, but only that, which
is an object of friendship j and this is, what is good,, plea-
sant, or useful.   But that might be reckoned useful, by
means of which there is produced some good or pleasure : so
that the good and the pleasant would alone be objects of
friendship, considered as ends,

2.  Whether then do men love the good, or what is good
to them ? for these sometimes are different.   The case is the
same with the pleasant.   Bat each seems to love that, which
is good to himself; and really and truly the good is an ob-
ject of friendship, but to each individual, tbat wtuch is so to
each.   But each loves not what is good to himself, but what
appears so: and this will make no difference: for the object
of friendship must be that,, which appears to be one.